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Tragedy of Dr. Faustus, one of the most popular Elizabethan

plays, was first written in 1^92. Henslowe recorded
twenty-five performances between September i ^94. and
October 1^97. It was entered for publication on jth
January, 1601. Bird and Rowley, two of Henslowe's
hacks, wrere paid for making additions to the play on the
22nd November, 1602. The earliest surviving quarto of
the play (which is probably not the first edition, and a
pirated text, at that) is dated 1604. A fourth quarto dated
1616 has considerable alterations and additions; and in a
ninth quarto of 1663 there are still further changes.

Revision and collaboration are thus present in many
Elizabethan plays, and as soon as Shakespeare's plays are
closely examined, it is clear that they too have sometimes
been altered and revised. Collaboration in a printed play
can be detected only by style, and editors are seldom
agreed on matters of style. There is, however, fairly
general agreement that portions of Macbeth, particularly
the Bloody Sergeant's Speech in Act i Scene ii and the
'Hecate scenes in Act in Scene v and Act iv Scene i, are
x.ot by Shakespeare. Collaboration would also explain the
unevenness in King John.

Revision is obvious in the early texts of Hamlet^ Romeo
and Juliet and Love's Labour's Lost. In the Second Quarto
of Hamlet there are 218 lines which do not appear in the
Folio and in the Folio 8^ lines which do not appear in the
Quarto, in the early Quartos of Love's Labour^ Lost and
of Romeo and Juliet there are instances where both the
original and the revised version of a speech are printed,
Jn the Second Quarto of Romeo and Juliet (1599) the last